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Philippe Devos, head of Belgium'’s association of medical unions, said in an interview with Deutsche Welle that 10%

of doctors and nurses at his hospital, CHC Montlegia, were at home sick because of covid-19, while in other
hospitals in the country thejabsence rate was 25%.4 |"We don’t have any solution any more,” he said. “We are forced

to ask them to work, if they agree.”
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Studying both versions of the gene using a proxy virus in a petri dish of human cells,

Choe and her colleagues found that viruses with the G variant hadjmore spike proteins,

and the outer parts of those proteins were less likely to break off. This made the virus

approximately 10 times more infectious in the lab experiment.
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